
























































2-32)

to share right-of-way with a railroad. Thereforce the transmission line would
likely have many bends and inflections to follow the railvoad right-of-way,
and/or be further out into a cropped field in arcas where the right-of-way is
wider. And finally, trains that derail where a transmission lune runs parallel to it
could potentially causc a disruption in electrical service and a safety hazard if
devailed ears were to collide with a nearby transmission line structure,

If induction of rails is a reason listed in the previous two questions, what steps could
the Applicant take {o mitigate issues with induction and, further, what impact would
those steps have on project costs?

RESPONSE: The bost method for reducing the effects of induced voltage in
parallel facilities such as railroads is to route the transmission line so that it is a
safe distance away from the railvoad or applicable parallel facility, If a
transmission line remains close to the railroad then a study must be performed
to ovaluate induced voltago isswes, Mitigation techniques and costs ean vary
significantly depending on the results of the study and particulars of the
sitnation. Options for mitigation include: installation of a grounding conductor,
roplacement or upgrade of railroad signaling equipment, installation of AC
drain filters, and reconfiguring the size of the signal track blocks, Costs can be
into the millions of dollars depending on the level of mitigation required,

2-34)

Per-the-suggestion-by-Mr—Welk-on-pages 109 and 110of the Aberdeen Public
Hearing franscript, was a letter provided to Mr. Feickert regarding disbursement of
proporty taxes? If so, please provide the letter, If not, please provide the information
requested,

RESPONSE: A letter has been sent to Mr, Feickert, which is attached at BSSE
323 to 328 and which contains the requested information as to the disbursement
of property taxes,

Are corner structures going to have guy-wires? 1f so, what additional impacts would
guy-wires have on landowners and/or farming operations? Further, will the Applicant
construct a corner structure without guy-wires should a landowner request such?

RESPONSE: Cornor structures located on caltivated land will not have guy-
wires. Corner structures located on non-cultivated lund could have guy wires
depending upon the terrain and location of the structure, If a landowner with
corner structures on non-cultivated land requests a structure without puy-wires,
then the Project may consider that request on a case-by-case basis,
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA )
:S8S.
COUNTY OF ; )

Henry Ford, being duly sworn is the authorized agent of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.,
for purposes of the response.

He states that he does not have personal knowledge of all the facts reciled in the
foregoing Responses of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co, and Otier Tail Power Company to Staff’s
Second Data Requests, but the information has been gathered by and from employees,
coniractors of the owners of Big Stone South to Ellendale Project; and that the information in the
is verified by him as being true and correct on behalf of the owners of the Big Stone South to
Ellendale Project,

Dated this 15" day of April, 2013,

MON'I;\&A AKOTA U
L

/Henry brd s
Its Dirvector {Electric Transmission Engineering

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /> day of April, 2013,

Notary Public
(SEAL)

My Commission Expires:

SHELLEY R VETTER
: Notary Public
State of North Dakota
y Cummfaafon I:xplres May 10 2619
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STATE OF MINNESOTA )
' :S8.

COUNTY OF &4 Tor/ )

Jason Weiers, being duly sworn is the authorized agent of Otter Tail Power Company, for
purposes of the response.

He states that he does not have personal krowledge of all the facts recited in the
foregoing Responses of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. and Otter Tail Power Company to Staff’s
Second Data Requests, but the information has been gathered by and from employees,
contractors of the owners of Big Stone South to Ellendale Project; and that the information in the
is verified by him as being true and correct -on behalf of the owners of the Big Stone South to
Ellendale Project.

Dated this 15 day of April, 2013,

OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY

By _%m\?ﬂ@ém)
Jason Weders

s . Manages; Pelivery. Plans g,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /_5:3‘ %iﬁy of April, 2013,

A ’f mmﬁm?\lmSEVERSON v
4) NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA s 07 5 MW
5wy Comaission Eaplros JAN. 31.20_15 - X

- Notary Public

(SEAL)

My Commission Expires:w n. 3, 20¢5"
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Thomas J. Welk, do hereby certify that I am a member of the law firm of Boyce,
Greenfield, Pashby & Welk, LLP, attorneys for Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. and Otter Tail
Power Company and that on this 15™ day of April, 2014, a true and correct copy of Montana-
Dakota Utilities Co. and Otter Tail Power Company’s Responses to Staff’s Second Set of Data
Requests to Applicants Dated Matrch 10, 2014 was served via e-mail and first-class mail as well
as a CD containing BSSE 64 to 267 and BSSE 329 to 331, for which confidential treatment has
been requested, and a CD containing BSSE 268 to 328 was transmitted via first-class mail (o the
following addresses listed:

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen Ms. Karen Cremer

Executive Director Staff Attorney

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capitol Ave. 500 E. Capitol Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501 Pierre, SD 57501
patty.vangerpen(@state.sd.us karen,cremer(@state.sd.us

Mr. Brian Rounds Mr. Darren Kearney

Staff Analyst Staff Analyst

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 E. Capito! Ave, 500 E. Capitol Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501 Pierre, SD 57501
brian.rounds@state.sd.us Darren.kearney@state.sd.us

And a true and correct copy of Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. and Otter Tail Power Company’s
Responses to Staff’s Second Set of Data Requests to Applicants Dated March 10, 2014 was
served via e-mail and first-class mail as well as a CD containing BSSE 268 to 328 was
transmitted via first-class mail to the following addresses listed:

Ms. Jennifer Smestad Mr. Daniel S, Kuntz

General Counsel Associate General Counsel

Otter Tail Power Company MDU Resources Group, Inc.

215 S Cascade St. P.O. Box 5650

Fergus FFalls, MN 56538-0496 1200 West Century Avenue

jismestad@ottertail.com Bismarck, ND 58506-5650
dan.kuntz@mduresources.com

Ms. Maxine Fischer Ms. Sandra Raap

Brown County Auditor Day County Auditor

25 Market St., Ste 1 711 W, First St., Ste. 204

Aberdeen, SD 57401 Webster, SD 57274

maxine.fischer@browncounty.sd.gov deaud@itctel.com

23



Ms, Karen Layher

Grant County Auditor
210 E. Fifth Ave,
Milbank, SD 57252
karen.layher@state.sd.us

Mr. Bob Pesall - Representing: Gerald Pesall
Pesall Law Firm

PO Box 23

Flandreau, SD 57028

bob@pesall.com

Thomés J. Welk /
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